Amended & Enacted 2/24/09

Amended 2/24/09


Introduced by the Council President at the request of the General Counsel and amended by the Finance Committee:
ORDINANCE 2009-33-E
AN ORDINANCE IN CONFORMANCE WITH SECTION 108.505, ORDINANCE CODE, AMENDING ORDINANCE 2001-460-E TO AMEND THE RATES AUTHORIZED FOR SPECIAL COUNSEL IN BETTER JACKSONVILLE PLAN (BJP) ROADWAY PROJECT CONDEMNATION CASES; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, Ordinance 2001-460-E, in accordance with section 108.505, Ordinance Code, authorized the use of special counsel as assistance for the myriad condemnation projects associated with the Better Jacksonville Plan Road Program; and

WHEREAS, the Better Jacksonville Plan Road Program is continuing and there remain a relatively small number of condemnation projects wherein special counsel are needed; and
 WHEREAS, the Ordinance 2001-460-E established legal fee rates at $195 per hour for partners, $165 per hour for associates, and $75 per hour for paralegals; but eight years have passed and reasonable legal fees for these services are now a maximum of $218 per hour for partners, $182 per hour for associates, and $88 per hour for paralegals; and the authorized special counsel should be permitted to perform services at the maximum of these rates; now therefore
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:
Section 1.

Incorporation of Recitals.  The recitals set forth above are incorporated herein by this reference. 
Section 2.    Ordinance 2001-460-E Amended. Ordinance 2001-460-E is hereby amended to authorize special counsel approved therein as well as other qualified appropriate firms to be selected by the General Counsel’s Office to charge legal fees at the maximum rate of $218 per hour for partners, $182 per hour for associates, and $88 per hour for paralegals and the qualified and appropriate firms shall be selected by the Office of General Counsel, from Duval, St. Johns, Clay, Nassau and Baker Counties. 

Section 3.

Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:


/s/
Margaret M. Sidman




Office of General Counsel
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